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CIA - SOVIETS 

PENTAGON, CIA CONPROMISE ON INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE 

IN AN EFFORT TO CLARIFY CONFLICTING INTELLIGENCE 
ESTIMATES? THE Clfi AND THE PENTAGON HAVE ISSUED A JOINT STATEMENT* 

that Soviet defense spending outstripped U.S. outlays by horf THfth . 
half a trillion dollars in recent years. 

x'hile the rate of growth in Soviet defense spending did decline 
after 1975? * 4 the cost of (Soviet) defense activities has E>rr EEDE -, 
that of the United States or a large margin?” the two agencies fr ;d 
IN A statement released Fridrt. 

Recording to a chart rttached to the statement? the Soviet L 4 n* o*-** «■ 
military costs amounted to the e g u I v a l e n t of *2.2 trillion between* 
19/4 AND l9U3? COMPARED WITH U.S. DEFENSE SPENDING OF 51.6 TRIL’ I^N. 

“NHILE THIS MARGIN HAS NARROWED WITH THE GROWTH IN U.S. DEFENSE*'’ 
SPENDING? THE SOVIETS STILL OUTSPEND THE U.S. OVERALL AND IN 

IMPORTANT SPECIFIC CATEGORIES BY SUBSTANTIAL MARGINS?” THE STfiTE^” 
SAID. 

The Cifl statement was released at the Pentagon along with a notation 
from THE Defense Department sating it 4 ‘endorses the analysis.” 

It was seen as an effort to clarify Clfi testimony before a 

CONGRESSIONAL SUBCOHMITEE LAST FALL AND TO REFUTE REPORTS OF AN 

INTELLIGENCE RIFT BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN INTELLIGENCE 
RCENCIES. 

LAST NOV. 21? A RANKING Clfi OFFICIAL TESTIFIED IN SECRET BEFORE A 
v 0 1 NT ECONOMIC SUBCOMMITTEE rHAT THE SOVIET UNION’S DEFENSE BUDGET 
HAD GROWN BY ONLY ABOUT 2 PERCENT A YEAR SINCE 1$?6 " DOWN FROM A 
RATE OF 4 PERCENT TO 5 PERCENT. 

KHEN A SANITIZED VERSION OF THAT TESTIMONY WAS RELEASED THURSDAY? 

Sen. Killian Proxmire? D-kis.? the panel’s ranking Democrat, charged 
-the findings undercut much of the Reagan administration’s 

JUSTIFICATION FOR HIGHER U.S. DEFENSE SPENDING. 
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The November testimony? delivered by Robert Gates? the deputy 

DIRECTOR FOR INTELLIGENCE? RLSO APPEARED TO CONFLICT KITH PENTAGON 
ASSERTIONS LAST SUMMER TKRT OVERALL SOVIET MILI7RRT SPENDING WRS 
•INCREASING RT THE RATE OF 6 PERCENT TO 4 PERCENT R YERR OVER 7>-’ r 

1982-1583 period. 

‘‘The ( ft o v ember) testimony was not on Soviet military 

CAPABILITIES?” THE STATEMENT BEGINS. ‘‘BECAUSE THE INFORMATION 
RELEASED EY THE COMMITTEE PRESENTS ft NARROW VIEW OF SOVIET MILITARY 
GROhiH? THE Cl“ WISHES TO EMPHASIZE THE BROADER CONTEXT OF ITS 
TESTIMONY AND TO CONVEY A MORE BALANCED - THOUGH STILL PARTIAL - 
PICTURE OF THE SOVIET MILITARY BUILD-UP.” 

(He. .STATEMENT RLSO APPEARED TO PLftY DOWN DIFFERENCES OVER A 
CONTROVERSIAL PENTAGON REPORT LAST SUMMER THAT ASSERTED SOVIET 
SPENDING ON MAJOR WEAPONS SYSTEMS WAD INCREASED BETWEEN 5 PERCENT f 
10 PERCENT FROM 1982 TO 1583. 

! HE STATEMENT WENT ON TO SAY THAT ‘‘CURRENT SOVIET LEVELS OF 
SPENDING ARE SO HIGH ... THAT SOVIET FORCES RECEIVED IN THE YEARS 
_9?7 THROUGH 1983 R TOTAL OF l?lOO I NTER - CONT 1 KENT AL BALLISTIC 
MISSILES? MORE THRK 700 SEA-LAUNCHED MISSILES? 300 BOMBERS? 5,000 
FiGH.ERS? SOME l5?0u0 NEW TANKS AND SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS” OF SHIPS 
AND SUBMARINES. 

‘‘During the srme period? the 8 . S . added to its inventory 135 
INTER-CONTINENTAL MISSILES? 390 SEA-LAUNCHED MISSILES? NO BOMEER-? 
3? 000 FIGHTERS? 5? 000 TANKS AND 106 WARSHIPS.” 
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